
 

The Black Mare – “A” Walk – Pat Downing 
 

Walk Name The Black Mare 
Date of Walk 15th September 2019 
Area of Walk Carrauntoohill 
Directions  Head through Killarney and then take the road to Glencar to the Hydro 

Road car park          
Guide's Name Pat Downing 
Guide's Number 0866043550 
Sweeper's Name Gary Abbott  
Sweeper's Number 0868741709 
Meeting Place Kelleher’s on the bridge 
Departure Time Cars Leave 7.30am early start (no stop on route) 
Meeting Place near Walk Hydro Road Car park 
Leaving for walk 8.45am  
Level of Walk Grade A 
Approx duration of walk 6-7 Hrs 
Parking availability Substantial car parking available but please car share 

Description of walk: Follow the steep concrete road until you reach Lough Eighter and then, 
instead of climbing up for Caher route or Skregmore to Beenkeragh ridge, 
continue on the left side of the lakes rising up slightly. The path might not 
be clearly visible in places so keep the lakes on your right-hand side. 
The views of the lakes and the valley on a clear day are just fantastic and 
luckily, we could enjoy them on our recce. Behind the last of the three 
lakes we start climbing up to the bottom of the gully. The gully is very 
steep and grassy with some small loose stones. It's much less climbed 
than the other gullies (O'Sheas, Central and Curved) and that makes it 
more difficult. There is no obvious path so we just have to feel our way 
up on the left-hand side of the Black Mare river, avoiding standing on 
loose stones when possible and using your hands when needed. It can be 
very slippery after rain. This side of the mountain remains in the shade 
for most of the time and stays wetter for longer. At times you will have to 
hold on to the grass and rocks with our hands. It is a bit awkward at times 
and gets very steep in front of you so care will have to be taken. 
At the top of the gully you join the path coming across from Caher. 
You're only 15 minutes away from the summit and its only about 300 m 
of a gradual climb north-west direction. We will then decide which route 
we take back down to our starting point. 

 


