
 

 

 

Lough Coumshingaun Circuit –Liam Dorney – “B” Walk  
 
 Walk Name  Lough Coumshingaun Loop (one of the clubs favourite walks) 
Date of Walk  18th Aug 2019  
Area of Walk  east side of Comeragh mountains  
Directions  from Dungarvan head east to Lemybrien village, turn left(north) for 5 miles to 

carpark on left in woods below lake.  
Guide's Name  Liam Dorney 
Guide's Number  087 2811456 
Sweeper's Name  TBD 
Sweeper's Number   
Meeting Place  Kellehers  
Departure Time  8am  
Meeting Place near Walk  Carpark near lake  
Leaving for walk  10am no stop on route  
Level of Walk  B Walk 
Approx duration of walk  4-5 hours 
Parking availability  Plenty  
Description of walk:   

Don’t miss this one, over the years it’s one of the most talked about walks on 
our calendar. We are shortening our last walk here to make the walk more 
achievable. 
  
To explore this achingly beautiful coum-top circuit overlooking the finest 
corrie on these islands we begin from Kilclooney car park by taking a 
woodland path (west) to join a forestry road. Follow this past a deflector mast 
to reach open mountainside.  
 
Now it’s time to puff northwest towards a prominent boulder on the skyline. 
(Steep start to the walk but gets better) Here you will clearly see your 
objective, the rocky arête rising to the south of Coumshingaun. Gaining this 
requires a conversation-killing effort, but once established on the rocky ridge 
top, the scrambling is undemanding. 
 
Afterwards, it’s pleasantly elevated walking above the great gullies that 
tumble abruptly towards Coumshingaun’s lonesome curl of water far below. 
Then, one final steepening bars (a little scrambling) the way and should be 
taken carefully, particularly in wet or icy conditions as sheer drops yawn 
hungrily left and right. Once above this hurdle, however, you are safely on the 
extravagant vastness of the Comeragh plateau. 
 
Here is an ideal place to take in the magnificence of the great amphitheatre 
and bottle-shaped lake lying almost 400m below. Just above the northwest 
corner of the lake, your eye will be drawn to a substantial rockfall. Here, fallen 



 

boulders have created a large cave system, where it is reputed outlaw William 
Crotty found a hiding place for his horses. Betrayed and hanged in 1742, his 
name lives on locally amid intriguing tales that his golden hoard awaits a 
lucky finder. 
 
On a clear day you can now head about 500m due west across featureless 
moorland towards the cairn that denotes Fauscoum (792m). This imminence is 
not named on the OS map, which is surprising since it marks the highest point 
in the Comeraghs. In any event, it makes a great place to tarry and banquet on 
superb views over the West Comeraghs, the Knockmealdown Mountains, the 
Waterford lowlands and the distant sparkle of the Atlantic Ocean. 
 
Having returned directly to the Coumshingaun cliff top, move north and then 
east along the corrie rim to gain a fine vista over the dramatic north-facing 
cliffs beloved by generations of Ireland’s most accomplished rock-climbers. 
The descent from here along the Stookangarriff Ridge, while not difficult, is 
the most tedious part of the day. The track is heathery, uneven and knee-
jarring.  
 
You will doubtless be glad to eventually reach easier ground near the lake 
before crossing the moraines at the mouth of Coumshingaun. Beyond, you will 
encounter a path that ascends diagonally to the large boulder encountered 
earlier. Now, it’s a pleasant ramble back down to Kilclooney. 
 
Stopping at the Viaduct on the way home for refreshments. 
 

 


